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2026 PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
PERMIT # WAR045701  

The following are Western Washington University’s (WWU) planned 2026 program activities 
to reduce the discharge of pollutants from WWU’s stormwater systems to the maximum 
extent practicable and to protect the water quality of receiving waters, including Bellingham 
Bay and Padden Creek. 

The goal is to maintain compliance with the Washington State Phase II Municipal Stormwater 
Permit while continuing to improve WWU’s Stormwater Management Program (SWMP). The 
2026 activities include both ongoing stormwater program implementation and program 
improvements identified through the 2025 Annual Report review. 

COORDINATION 

Through the Facilities Development and Operations (FDO) and Environmental Health and 
Safety (EHS) units, WWU will actively maintain open communication with the Washington 
State Department of Ecology (DoE), City of Bellingham’s (CoB) Public Works Department, 
and other regional stormwater organizations. These efforts support information exchange 
regarding stormwater management practices, regulatory updates, and program 
implementation strategies. 

During 2026, WWU will also coordinate with an external stormwater consultant to support 
stormwater program improvements and permit compliance activities. These improvements 
will strengthen WWU’s documentation and tracking systems and support continued permit 
compliance. Consultant support will include: 

• Development of an updated MS4 outfall inventory. 
• Improvements to the campus stormwater system map. 
• Identification of receiving waters and drainage areas. 
• Review and update of Stormwater Management Program documentation. 
• Assistance with improving stormwater inspection and maintenance documentation. 
• Review of procedures related to illicit discharge detection and response. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH (S6.D.1) 

WWU will continue to provide education regarding stormwater pollution prevention. 

2026 planned activities include: 

• Distribution of educational information to students and staff on the impact of 
stormwater discharges on receiving waters and the steps that can be taken to reduce 
pollutants in stormwater runoff.  
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• Providing stormwater training and related materials to University Residences and 
campus operational staff. 

• Publish stormwater program information through WWU communication platforms 
Western Today and the FDO Gazette. 

• Maintenance of educational information on the WWU Stormwater Management 
Program website.  

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION (S6.D.2) 

WWU will maintain the Stormwater Management Program website: 
https://fdo.wwu.edu/stormwater-management-program.  

The website will continue to provide access to stormwater program information including 
stormwater program documentation, annual MS4 reports, program activities, and contact 
information for stormwater concerns.  

FDO or EHS may also periodically share applicable stormwater management topics through 
Western Today and other university communication channels. 

ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND ELIMINATION (S6.D.3) 

WWU will continue to implement its program for detection and elimination of illicit discharges. 

In the event of an illicit discharge, FDO will respond and take appropriate corrective action.  
FDO will coordinate with EHS to notify Ecology and generate an ERTS Report when 
required. 

2026 planned activities include: 

• Compliance with applicable City of Bellingham ordinances governing non-stormwater 
discharges. 

• Continued staff training regarding spill prevention, hazardous materials handling, and 
illicit discharge response.  

• Inspection of stormwater infrastructure and outfalls to identify potential illicit 
discharges. 

• Maintenance of procedures for reporting potential discharges to the Washington State 
Department of Ecology through the Environmental Report Tracking System (ERTS). 

• Continued coordination between FDO and EHS to ensure that potential spills or illicit 
discharges are investigated and reported when required. 

  

https://fdo.wwu.edu/stormwater-management-program
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2026 STORMWATER PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS 

During 2026, WWU will implement several improvements to strengthen the Stormwater 
Management Program. These improvements will support continued compliance with the MS4 
permit and improve documentation of WWU stormwater management activities. 

2026 planned activities include: 

• Development of an updated MS4 outfall inventory. 
• Improvements to stormwater system mapping including identification of receiving 

waters and drainage areas. 
• Updates to stormwater management program documentation and policies. 
• Improvements to documentation of stormwater maintenance and inspection activities. 
• Development of enhanced inspection procedures following major storm events. 

CONSTRUCTION SITE STORMWATER RUNOFF CONTROL S6.D.4 

WWU will comply with all applicable construction stormwater requirements. 

2026 planned activities include: 

• Compliance with City of Bellingham and Washington State Department of Ecology 
construction stormwater regulations. 

• Obtaining NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit coverage when required. 
File Monthly Discharge Monitoring Reports as required 

• Oversight of contractor erosion and sediment control best management practices 
(BMPs). 

• Coordination with City of Bellingham and Ecology inspectors as requested. 
• Providing training or coordinating with existing training programs regarding erosion 

and sediment control BMPs or hiring contractors with appropriate certifications such 
as Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead (CESCL). 

MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT – STUDENT DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Construction of the Student Development Center is scheduled to begin in March 2026. 

Stormwater management activities for this project will include: 

• Implementation of erosion and sediment control BMPs. 
• Compliance with applicable NPDES Construction Stormwater permit requirements. 
• Oversight by WWU construction management staff. 

  



   WWU STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  
   PROGRAM ACTIVITES – 2026 
 

4 
 

• Coordination with the City of Bellingham regarding construction stormwater 
requirements. 

• Inspection and maintenance of construction BMPs throughout the construction period. 

POST-CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER MANAGEMENT (S6.D.5) 

WWU will ensure that all new development and redevelopment projects comply with 
applicable stormwater design standards. 

2026 planned activities include: 

• Compliance with City of Bellingham stormwater requirements. 
• Compliance with Washington State Department of Ecology stormwater manuals. 
• Implementation of stormwater treatment and flow control facilities when required. 
• Incorporation of stormwater facility operation and maintenance requirements into 

campus maintenance activities following construction completion. 
   

POLLUTION PREVENTION AND GOOD HOUSEKEEPING (S6.D.6) 

WWU will continue to implement pollution prevention and good housekeeping practices to 
minimize stormwater pollution from campus activities. 

2026 planned activities include: 

• Continued use of a permit system requiring EHS review prior to certain soil 
disturbance activities. 

• Maintenance of spill response kits on campus vehicles and equipment.  
• Maintenance of storm drain protection equipment including catch basin covers. 
• Continued staff training regarding spill response and stormwater BMPs. 
• Coordination between FDO and EHS on hazardous materials management.  

WWU will maintain a Maintenance and Operation (M&O) plan including pollution prevention 
and good housekeeping procedures for employees whose work may impact stormwater 
quality. 

FDO will continue improving internal tracking of stormwater maintenance activities using the 
Facilities Asset & Inventory Management (AiM) system. Maintenance activities such as catch 
basin cleaning and stormwater infrastructure inspections will be documented through this 
system. 
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REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

WWU will comply with all MS4 permit reporting requirements including: 

• ubmit a 2025 Annual Report to the DoE no later than March 31, 2026, using the online 
Secure Access Washington reporting method:  
https://secureaccess.wa.gov/myAccess/saw/select.do  

• Prepare the updated 2026 Program Activities no later than March 31, 2026. 
• Maintenance of stormwater documentation required for permit compliance. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

WWU will comply with all general conditions of the MS4 permit including: 

• Proper operation and maintenance. 
• Spill notification requirements. 
• Non-compliance reporting. 
• Monitoring requirements. 
• Compliance with applicable state and local laws. 

 

https://secureaccess.wa.gov/myAccess/saw/select.do
https://secureaccess.wa.gov/myAccess/saw/select.do
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